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be explained' away" By 'supposing'' tat 

Naik was old when Venkata , Krishnappa aik 
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Among the contemporaries of our author was 
Kumara Ranqabhadra Naik, the then Zamindar 
of Vadagarai and his npipe is perpetuated by a 
street named after him in Vadagarai and a 
maritapa-m in Periyakulam where an annual 
festival is held. 

After the downfall of the Naik dynasty of 
Madura during the time of Vijayaranga's widow 
Meenakshi, the family of Venkata Krishnappa 
Naik settled down at Vadagarai tinder the auspi- 
ces of the Zamindar of, that place to whom it was 
related and it held the office of the village munsif 
of Vadagarai till 1870. The last member of the 
family was Vijayabhagam Alagari Swanit Naik 
who was the husband of the paternal aunt of 
the present Zemindar of Vadagarai. He died 
leaving- a -daughter whose son Mr. Rama Venka- 
taswami Naidu has inherited his grand-father's 
property. 

Venkata Krishna] pa Naik was also the 
author of another prose work dealing with the 
story of Sarangadhara and of two ] -corns Ahayla- 
sankra-ndananm a nd RadhikasanthvanaWM all 
of which he dedicated to the god of Srirangam. 
The present work, he dedicated to his Sovereign- 
and patron. This is one of the several Telugu 
prose manuscripts that have been secured for the 
library of the Telugu Academy, in the Tamil 
districts. Till recently, it was believed that there 
was no prose literature in Telugu prior to the 
lime of the well-known author and scholar Chin- 
nayya Sun, but the discovery of these manuscripts 
ly the /.cademx has upset that theory, 



While true to the original Sanskrit in the 
story, the translator has expanded the descriptive 
portions and there are evidences that he kept Pioa 
Virabhadra's poem closely in view. The style is 
elegant and flowing and the language chaste and, 
on the whole, simple. The work is of a high order 
and will repay reading. 

This edition is based on two manuscript copies 
which are in the library of the Academy. One 
was obtained from Mr. G. S. Krishnayya of 
Batlagundu in the Madura District and the other 
from Mr. Thirutmlai Veeraswami Pantulu of 
Puddukottai. To give an idea of the method of 
editing which is adopted, a portion of one of the 
manuscripts which corresponds to the printed page 
7 is printed as an appendix to. this book, just as it 
is in the original 

TT J? 16 k ok is P ub] ished at the cost of the 
Hon'ble Dewan Bahadur V. Ramabhadra -Naidu 
Garu, F..M. u., Zamindar of Vadagarai and 
IJoddappanayakkanur, whose relationship to the 
family of the author has been set forth above. 
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